
I am sending you the third SLA bulle�n. My thanks to those who have sent in
some ideas but if the bulle�n is to con�nue, I would like to see more from
members. Remember the idea was to offer something we can all contribute
to.

There is a wealth of material on the internet and it’s really a ques�on of what
to highlight. Sugges�ons and ideas will con�nue to be welcomed.

If you have any ideas at all please contact me through the usual email address.

Let’s all be careful , keep in touch and keep well.

Mike Turpin
Chair SLA



Images of Industry - Northern
Pennine Lead Miners in the
Regency Period

by Ian Forbes, 2015, ISBN 978 0 993411700

They say an image is worth a thousand
words, and surely we confirm that as we
scru�nise maps, photographs and drawings
of the past. In current �mes, it is as if an
event has not happened unless it exists in
images: photographs or videos. Those of us
interested in Industrial history and
archaeology are blessed that at least the last
150 or so years have some photographic
record to help in our understanding of the
past; but the beginnings of the industrial era are poorly and sparsely illustrated.

Book Review by Jim Jackson



This lack was brought home to me when we did the Archaeological Survey of Coal Mining[1] project in
Middleton Park back in 2006-2008. My ar�st brother, Howard Jackson, had volunteered to draw an
ar�st's impression of a mid 18th century pit head and
sources for workers dress and tools etc of the �me were
hard to come by. George Walker's "The Costume of
Yorkshire"[2], published in 1814, helped as one of his 40-
odd illustra�ons was "The Middleton Collier", showing
what the well dressed miner of the �mes was wearing. As
well as showing the collier it also shows one of
Blenkinsop and Murray's steam locomo�ves and its coal
train, and illustrates a typical pit head of that �me. Such
rare sources are very valuable, and are much over used:
Beamish Open Air Museum even use the Middleton Collier image, without reference to Middleton,
almost as if it illustrates their own early railway!



So, while taking a break a few weeks ago in lead mining territory near Alston, I was intrigued to come across
this book in the Nenthead local informa�on centre, near Alston.

In 1985 the Science Museum Library in London purchased, at auc�on, a collec�on of illustra�ons described
as: "42 watercolour also 21 pen and ink sketches of lead mining on Alston Moor, Northumberland, depic�ng
all aspects of the work and the miner's lives: recrea�on, blas�ng, boring, gra�ng, buddling, making a
bargain, wrestling, drinking, 1 watercolour dated 1813, [early 19th century]". The ar�st (or ar�sts) of the
images is unknown, as are the owners who sold the collec�on. The pictures were never published and seem
to have formed a private project/collec�on.

This book is the first �me all the collec�on has been published. Along with the
pictures, it contains an introduc�on and analysis, as well as a commentary on
each image by Ian Forbes. The book was published by The Friends of the North
Pennines as part of Dukesfield Smelters and Carriers Project[3].

It is thought the images date from around 1805 to 1825, roughly the same
period as that covered by Walker's pictures. Whereas the Walker illustra�ons
tend to show people in clean and �dy, probably "best", clothes these images are
o�en more life like, with workers breeches with holes in their knees



There is a more accurate rending of workers actually working

Some illustra�ons are thought to be unique, e.g. pictures of pack horses
carrying lead ore and ingots. Almost the whole process of lead extrac�on
and processing at the �me is illustrated

The ar�st is also quite a caricaturist, as can
be seen in "Crack" , and indeed some of
the characters depicted appear in more than one picture and probably are
based on real people. Ian Forbes mines his knowledge of the local lead
mining and families to play the detec�ve and iden�fy some of the people
illustrated.

All in all, an important and illumina�ng set of early industrial images.

Further Reading:
[1] h�p://www.fomp.co.uk/html/survey.htm

[2] h�ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Costume_of_Yorkshire

[3] h�p://www.dukesfield.org.uk/

http://www.fomp.co.uk/html/survey.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Costume_of_Yorkshire
http://www.dukesfield.org.uk/
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For Websites



Dave’s Easter Offerings

In the last bulle�n I included a link to David Brear’s Facebook sugges�ons.

We have another valued member of South Leeds Archaeology who is also using
Facebook to provide some interes�ng links. That member is, of course, Dave Weldrake
who is a regular speaker and specialises in Local History.

This weekend is the start of Easter and we will all be wondering how to celebrate this.
For those of you who would prefer not to delve into the mysteries of Facebook, Dave has
agreed to let me display some of his pictures and text describing two local churches,
well worth a visit once this present situa�on is resolved.

Another good good site to visit is Dave’s own website describing all the walks and talks
that he can offer once we are allowed to get out again.

Dave’s Website For those using Facebook: Dave’s Facebook Home Page

https://daveweldrake.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Education/Dave-Weldrake-Heritage-Education-1043491342344634/


Dave’s Easter Offerings

St. Michael’s Thornhill

It seems there must have been a church on this site since Saxon �mes as the church
contains an impressive collec�on of sculptural fragments from that period. However, the
building as we see it now is much later. The tower is probably 15th century as is the east
end of the church. The nave was rebuilt in 1777 and again in 1877.



Dave’s Easter Offerings

The church contains one of
the best collec�ons of
medieval glass in Yorkshire
and an impressive collec�on
of tombs belong to members
of the Savile family. The
church has an absolutely
brilliant interac�ve
presenta�on about the
monuments and glass

Editor’s Note: The Thornhill
website is well worth viewing. You might be asked to install some so�ware called ‘Flash’ or
if already installed, the message might ask if you want to unblock Flash. Answer yes to
either ques�on, the Flash content will be safe to run on your computer.

https://www.thornhillparishchurchhistory.org.uk/presentation/
https://www.thornhillparishchurchhistory.org.uk/presentation/


Dave’s Easter Offerings

St. Oswald’s
Methley

A church is men�oned in the Domesday entry for Methley. However, the oldest surviving
part of the present church is probably the North wall (13th century) though this stands on
older founda�ons. Much of the remaining work (Waterton Chapel, west tower and
clerestory) dates to the late 15th century. There were further addi�ons and altera�ons in
the 19th and early 20th centuries.



Dave’s Easter Offerings

The church was to have been the des�na�on for Dave’s SLA guided tour this summer
because of the stunning monumebts and more stained glass windows. For now we will
have to make do with visi�ng their website

Further informa�on about the history of the church and its monuments can be found on the
church’s website at

h�ps://www.rothwelldistrictcofechurches.org.uk/st-oswalds/4-about-our-church/--about-
our-church-5376.php

https://www.rothwelldistrictcofechurches.org.uk/st-oswalds/4-about-our-church/--about-our-church-5376.php
https://www.rothwelldistrictcofechurches.org.uk/st-oswalds/4-about-our-church/--about-our-church-5376.php


Also from Dave Weldrake:
Lost Railways of West Yorkshire
h�p://www.lostrailwayswestyorkshire.co.uk/
Lots of material here: old photographs, illustra�ons of features that s�ll
survive, descrip�ons of routes etc.

Yorkshire Milestones
h�ps://www.yorkshiremilestones.co.uk/
This is the explanatory page. There’s a link to a very useful interac�ve map.

Old bricks
h�p://www.brocross.com/Bricks/Penmorfa/index.htm

Some Miscellaneous Web Links to Explore

http://www.lostrailwayswestyorkshire.co.uk/ 
http://www.brocross.com/Bricks/Penmorfa/index.htm


Finally –

Just some of the material that could be highlighted,
my thanks to mainly Jim and Dave for this Bulle�n.

If you have any favourite books or places you have
visited why not join in and send me your ideas.

Regards to all and KEEP WELL

Mike Turpin

Just for John Land!...

77 characters on one firebrick


